"You've said it. It's what I've been fighting all my
life; these great lords, who want slaves in The City
and serfs on their estates, with all the great appointments
in their hands or in their gifts, and not enough humanity
to endow a school or use a genius."

"I take it that Hypatius isn't much in their councils?"
Theodora said.

"That thing? No. He's only in the pay department,
and only in that as the ladle. But all the same, that thing
with the frozen face and the rock in his gullet thinks he's
cousin to God, because he was the last Emperor's
nephew. He will believe that till he's a public nuisance,
and then he'll get his wind-pipe slit.

"Now I've come to you because you can help me.
You helped me save Tino at the meeting. You can help
me save Tino now. He wants help. The Palace set have
got no real friends anywhere; but there's time to make
some. I want you to go to the Palace, first thing to-
morrow. You can always get in to their early chapel;
it's a public service, but so early very few ever go to
it. H^'ll be at it. You get to him afterwards, as a
suppliant, and tell him all I've told you and say from
me, that I'm through with Nicanor and his lords. I'm
not to be despised, say. I can swing Two and Four and
most of Six Wards; and I can pull strings up and down,
say. You, Lady Comito, you know whether I can."

"Yes, you can," Comito said. "Pretty dirty strings,
too, if you ask me."

"Maybe, opponents don't show each other their best
sides. Maybe, you won't be so troubled another time,
But, Lady Comito, don't let us have feud now; I want
you to urge your sister here to do as I say: get Tino alone
and tell him the game that's set. He doesn't know it. Half
the Palace staff are in the Green pay. Philip, his sort of
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